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performance of the more developed economies, which have continued to strug-
gle with high levels of debt, unemployment, government austerity measures, 
and a host of other economic difficulties (see Map 6.2).24

These figures contribute to the notion that the world economy has become 
“upside down,” as developing countries have come to account for more of the 
world’s capital investment, trade, and consumption of resources.25 In 1999, the 
Group of Seven industrial countries (popularly known as the G-7) accounted for 
about 50 percent of world output; a decade later its share had declined to around 
41 percent. The IMF expects this figure to fall to approximately 37 percent by 
2015, as countries such as China, India, Brazil, and Mexico—among others—
continue to expand their economies.26

While these numbers may suggest a leveling of the global economic playing 
field, there are considerable disparities. The more dynamic economies in the 
Global South contribute most significantly to this aggregate picture, but many 
others have continued to lag seriously behind due to failures to successfully 
address economic or political challenges. In East Africa, for example, severe 
drought has devastated crops in Eritrea, Ethiopia, and elsewhere and has 
resulted in widespread famine. In Somalia, the ability to deal with this situation 
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